The Public Examinations (Offences) Act, 1980
( ACT NO. XLII OF 1980 )
[ 28th March, 1980 ]
An Act to provide for the punishment of offences relating to public

examinations. (NI TIHH RFE TTAMHT NI [T FIF ey AF6 ARA|)

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the punishment of offences relating to public
examinations; (IRQ MATF TAHT FE ATANEF NEF [ F77 AT, )

It is hereby enacted as follows:-
(ACTET [T SRS FT 2T:-)

Short title1. This Act may be called the Public Examinations (Offences) Act, 1980.
(Y FEE 5. 92 MBI MRS TIHT (SITE) AR, S>o I (F© M| )

Definitions (33331)

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context,-
(x. 9% SR, 77 7 AT e 5% o1 33, -)

(a) “Board” means a board, body, authority or institution, by whatever name called,
established or constituted by or under any law for the time being in force for the
organisation, regulation, supervision, control or development of education of any

type;
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(b) “examination hall” means a place or premises where a public examination is held;

[() “sTRIHT 27" Srf 251 9HTC T J7 AT (I TS AIFT Aeffde 23]

(c) “examinee” means a person in whose name a written authority, by whatever
name called, for admission to a public examination has been issued by a University
or Board;
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(d) “public examination” means any examination that is, or may be, held, conducted,
regulated or organised by a University or Board; and
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(e) “University” means a University established by or under any law for the time
being in force.
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Personation at public examination (*13fei& EEIEIREE %)
3. Whoever,- (T (&3,-)

(a) not being an examinee, enters the examination hall during a public examination
declaring himself or holding himself out as an examinee; or

[(F) "R 1 2@, NAF THTE T TIAHF 26 0T FE@, @@ T8 RorE
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(b) appears at a public examination in the name of any other person or in a fictitious
name, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to (N.B.1)
[five years and shall not be less than one year].
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Publication or distribution of question papers before public examination

("N STFHE AT A7 TFT 91 fFeqe)

4. Whoever discloses, publishes or distributes, by any means whatsoever, before
any public examination is held,-

(8. (X (FT ARfeTF FIHT IO TSI IANST (IR AT SN TF1, FF1 T [Foa I, -)

(a) any paper containing any question set for such examination; or
[(F) 92 4T TINFIT ST (FF3 TAF TFToTe (T (F1HS T TN

(b) any paper containing any question falsely purporting to be set for such
examination or intending that the same may be treated as identical with any question
set for such examination,
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shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to (N.B.2) [ten
years and shall not be less than three years, and shall also be liable to fine].
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Altering or tampering with any marks, etc. ((F1a3 5% 193¢« 1 I 47,
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5. Whoever, without any lawful authority, alters or tampers with, in any manner, any
marks, mark sheet, tabulation sheet, certificate, diploma or degree relating to any
public examination, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may
extend to four years, or with fine, or with both.
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Making, etc., of false mark sheet, certificate, diploma or degree (931 7773,

6 ReeG, S 37 fof tofa F41 Zenm)

6. Whoever makes, prints, distributes, or uses or, without lawful excuse, has in his
possession any mark sheet, certificate, diploma or degree relating to any public
examination which he knows to be false or not issued by the University or Board
having authority to issue the same, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to (N.B.3) [seven years and shall not be less than three years,
and shall also be liable to fine].
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Possession of blank form of mark sheet, certificate, diploma or degree (F/Sf*G,
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Substitution of or addition to answer scripts (S8 %067 a5« 1 REE)

8. Whoever substitutes one answer script relating to any public examination or part
thereof for another or adds to an answer script any extra page with answer not
written by the examinee himself in the examination hall during the examination
period, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to (N.B
4) [ten years and shall not be less than three years, and shall also be liable to fine].



(v. I @FT @ TIF THAFF Y TIF0 a6 Seg7a I OIF R I 956
Sfefae P I& FE, OIRE OIF FEE FIAWS (M3T 7E, TN NETS X H| ) [ T2
AT o IRET FN @ A1, 9T HAAATS WSFT 7] |

Helping examinees (TS SRR F71)

9. Whoever helps any examinee-

(3. T @S AT THFHIE T FIE-)

(a) by supplying in the examination hall any written answer or any book or written
paper or any page thereof or extract therefrom; or
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(b) by dictating any answer orally or by any mechanical means (N.B. 5) [; or
[(¥) CNRFSIER 13T (AT NfFF TAFT Te i ] 14T

(c) by any other means whatsoever,]
[(T) TS (T SATF]

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to (N.B. 6) [five
years and shall not be less than two years, and shall also be liable to fine].
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Conducting public examinations or examining answer scripts by unauthorised
persons
(STTENTve G TET NETF THFT 7 TAFF SoF7a AT F21)

10. Whoever, not being appointed or authorised by a University or Board, conducts
any public examination in an examination hall or examines any answer script relating
to a public examination, or whoever conducts any public examination in an
examination hall or examines any answer script relating to a public examination in
the name of any other person or in a fictitious name, shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.
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Obstructions in public examinations ((3fF T J7EM)

11. Whoever in any manner intentionally- (¥ (& FRPFOSIF (TR SIE-)

(a) obstructs any person in the discharge of his duties in connection with a public
examination; or

[(F) TS THFT T TifF© WAT T (F1H8 TS I (7 F; T4

(b) obstructs the holding of a public examination; or

[(¥) T AT TR Se[S® 200 1T (73]; AYFT

(c) creates disturbances in any examination hall,

[(5T) (1T =TSP =0T PP 32 5]

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year or
with fine, or with both.
(9F 2T AT FIAWS T SIFAT, AN SOF W3 73T &G |)

Offences by officers or employees of University or Board (3w a1 (@1e6d
FAFGT ] FACIRWH TNH)

12. Whoever, being an officer or employee of a University or Board or being
entrusted with any duty or responsibility in connection with any public examination,
commits an offence under this Act shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both.
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Abetment of and attempt to commit offences under this Act (13 IRET A&
ST RECE AEEAT 972 AGR)

13. Whoever abets or attempts to commit any offence under this Act shall be
punishable with the punishment provided for the offence.
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Procedure (FTXI7)

14. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V
of 1898),-



(eI SRR T 75 AT 91 (3, 1898 (V of 1898),- ]

(a) an offence under this Act shall be cognizable;
[(F) 93 SR T (FT T ANAETST 223];

(b) no Court other than that of a Metropolitan Magistrate or a Magistrate of the first
class shall try an offence under this Act;
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(c) a Court trying an offence under this Act shall try the offence summarily in
accordance with the procedure laid down in the said Code for summary trial of
summons cases;
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(d) a Court may pass any sentence under this Act in excess of its power under the
said Code.
[(F) AMTTe T& ARET THE 61 FHoF Afofde (F@EE] 18 I FA© TN ]

Repeal and savings (1feaage 432 W%T)
15. (1) The Public Examinations (Offences) Ordinance, 1980 (VI of 1980), is hereby

repealed.
(S) AT TR (SITFT) AL, Sdbo (Sdbo S V1), TeTAT F1feeT FaT 7

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or any action taken under the said
Ordinance shall be deemed to have been done or taken under the corresponding
provision of this Act.
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N.B

1. The words “five years and shall not be less than one year” were substituted
for the words and commas “two years, or with fine, or with both” by section 2
of the Public Examinations (Offences) (Amendment) Act, 1992 (Act No. XLI of
1992)



2. The words and comma “ten years and shall not be less than three years, and
shall also be liable to fine” were substituted for the words and commas “four
years, or with fine, or with both” by section 3 of the Public Examinations
(Offences) (Amendment) Act, 1992 (Act No. XLI of 1992)

3. The words and comma “seven years and shall not be less than three years,
and shall also be liable to fine” were substituted for the words and commas
“four years, or with fine, or with both” by section 4 of the Public Examinations
(Offences) (Amendment) Act, 1992 (Act No. XLI of 1992)

4. The words and comma “ten years and shall not be less than three years, and
shall also be liable to fine” were substituted for the words and commas “two
years, or with fine, or with both” by section 5 of the Public Examinations
(Offences) (Amendment) Act, 1992 (Act No. XLI of 1992)

5. The semi-colon and word “; or” were substituted for the comma (,) and clause
(c) was added by section 6 of the Public Examinations (Offences)
(Amendment) Act, 1992 (Act No. XLI of 1992)

6. The words and comma “five years and shall not be less than two years, and
shall also be liable to fine” were substituted for the words and commas “two
years, or with fine, or with both” by section 6 of the Public Examinations
(Offences) (Amendment) Act, 1992 (Act No. XLI of 1992)
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